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In this document you will find a curated list of the 100 most common Chinese characters,
complete with their traditional Chinese characters, Bopomofo and Pinyin pronunciation, and
English meaning.

No. Character Bopomofo Pinyin Meaning
(possessive particle), of / truly and

1 # e de really / aim, clear

2 — — /== yi/yi ~yi one / single / a(n)

3 = P shi is, are, am, affirmative to be

4 + axX° bu (negative prefix) no, not

(modal particle intensifying
preceding clause), (past tense

5 T hE 1h—4" le./lido marker) / to know, to understand
6 A 5’ rén person, individual, people
7 ¥ X<T” wo I, me, myself
8 T PH zai at, in, exist
9 =] — X7 you to have, there is, there are, exist, be
10 ith Y ta he, him
11 & weE zheé this, these
act as, take...to be, be, do, serve as,
12 V- XX wéi / wei become / because of, for, to
marks preceding phrases as modifier
13 Z £l zht of following phrase
big, huge, large, major, great, wide,
14 X aY: da deep, oldest, eldest / doctor
15 P hFH i to come
to use, take, according to, because
16 LA - yi of, in order to
17 & «KeE ge (a measure word), individual
within, among, in, middle, center,
18 F WXL zhong while (doing something), during
above, on, over, top, go up, last,
19 L P shang previous
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(plural marker for pronouns and
animate nouns)

to reach, until, up to, to go, to arrive
to express, to communicate
country, state, nation

and, together, with, peace, harmony
-ly, earth, ground, field, place, land
also, too, as well

child, son

time, when, hour, period, season

way, path, method, road, principle,
truth, reason, skill, Tao (of Taocism),
to say, to speak, to talk

to go out, to come out, to emerge, to
appear, to happen

and, as well as, but (not), yet (not),
shows causal relation, shows
change of state, shows contrast

important, to want, to be going to,
must, demand, ask, request

at, in, regarding
just, then, only, right away
below, under, down, next

to obtain, to get, to need to, must,
have to

can, may, able to, certain, particle
used for emphasis

you

year

to be born, to give birth, life, to grow
self, oneself, from, since

able, capable, to meet, meeting,
society, union, party

that, those
later, afterwards, after, back, behind

can, may, capable, able, energy
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zhe / zhudé / zhao

/ zhdo
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hang / xing
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towards, facing, to oppose, to
answer, to direct, couple, pair,
correct, right

indicating ongoing action/state
matter, thing, item, work, affair

its, their, his, her, that, such, referring
to preceding subject

within, inside
actually, place
to go, to leave, to depart

a row, profession, professional / all
right, capable, competent, okay, to
do, to travel, to walk, behavior,
conduct

(past tense marker), to cross, to
pass, to live, to experience

home, family, person engaged in a
certain art or profession

ten
to use

to send out, to express (one's
feelings), to issue, to develop: — 5

day, sky, heaven
as (if), such as
indeed, right, so, thus, like this, -ly

to consider, to take (someone) as, to
do, to create

square, quadrilateral, direction, just

accomplish, achieve, complete,
become, transform, win, succeed

-ist, -er (person), person (who does
something)

many, much, numerous, a lot of,
multiple

day, sun, date, day of the month

all, both (if two things are involved),
entirely, every, even, already
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wu

téng

me

jing

dang / dang
qi
ya/ya/yu

hao / hao

kan / kan

Xué

jin

zhdng / zhdng

jiang / jiang

hai / huan

féen / fén

three

small, tiny, few, young
army, military, armed forces
two

without, not to have, no, none, not,
lack of, un-

like, same, similar, together, in
unison

(interrogative suffix)

classics, scripture, pass through,
experience, undergo

law, method, way, principle, doctrine

to be, to act as, manage, withstand,
when, during, ought to, should,
equal, right at, on the spot, just at / at
or in the very same..., to handle, to
replace

qi: to rise, to get up, to start, to
initiate

(interrogative particle) / and, with, to
give, together with / participate in

excellent, fine, great / to like, to be
fond of

to take care of, to attend to, to
observe, to gaze / it depends, to
consider, to perceive, to watch

to acquire knowledge, to learn,
academic, learning

to advance, to enter, to move
forward

kind, species, variety / to cultivate, to
grow, to plant

(will, shall, future tense), to be about
to, to handle, to lead / a military
general

also, furthermore, moreover, still, yet,
additionally / (surname), to repay, to
return

to divide, to separate, minute, (a
measure word), (a unit of length =
0.33 centimeter) / part, portion
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gian

mian

you

ding

jian / xian

zhi

zhu

meéi.” mo

gong

céng

a®

this, these, this (referring to
something nearby)

heart, mind, innermost feelings

before, in front, ahead, previous,
former, frontward

face, surface, aspect, side,
appearance

(once) again, also, moreover,
furthermore

to determine, to fix, to set, to
establish, definite

to see, to meet, to perceive, to
appear / to appear, to manifest

only, merely, just, but

to own, to host, master, principal,
main

(negative prefix for verbs), not have,
not, haven't / to sink, to disappear

fair, just, public, common, honorable

from, since, to follow, to obey, to
undertake, to pursue
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