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In this document, you will find a carefully curated list of the most common Chinese measure words.
The list includes their traditional Chinese characters, Bopomofo and Pinyin pronunciation, as well as

their respective usage.

Measure Word Bopomofo Pinyin Usage
& (e gé General objects, people
Animals (cats, dogs,
£ ] zhi birds)
Large animals (horses,
L] AR’ tou cows)
Long, thin objects
& E—4 tiao (snakes, rivers, pants)
Clothing (shirts, jackets,
i y—0° jian dresses)
iR 2—L ping Bottles, liquids
un 2= pi Cloth, textiles
Vehicles (cars, bikes,
7] h—rx liang buses)
Machines (planes,
28 y—=y- jia computers, cameras)
Small, round objects
#i h—= li (beads, pills, grains)
5] FT shan Fans, doors
B o4 dao Dishes, questions
Pairs (shoes, socks,
& FX7x shuang gloves)
Electronic devices (TVs,
= rH tai phones, computers)
Small, solid objects
R 5T ké (seeds, teeth, gems)
Objects with handles
1 aY” ba (umbrellas, knives,
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chairs)

Long, thin objects (pen,
pencil)

Trees, plants

People (for social
positions or seating
arrangements)

Bags of ...

People (for names)
Days

Times (for occurrences)
Meals, courses

Times (for actions,
movements)

Portions, segments
Articles, essays, papers
Sentences

Songs, poems, music

Pieces of music

Movies, books,
machines

Events, performances
Types, kinds

Chunks, pieces, lumps
(of food or material)

Batches, shipments,
groups

Boxes, crates

Portions, servings (of
food)

Sets, collections (of
items)

Flat objects (paper,
pictures, maps)

Pages

Long, thin objects (rope,
wire)
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Gloves, socks

Flat objects (mirrors,
flags, screens)

Giraffes, necks

Flowers, clouds,
mushrooms

Cups, glasses of ...
Books, magazines
Money

A dozen of ...

Bags of ...

Companies,
restaurants, stores

Rooms
Food and drink (bowl)

Itemized things
(clauses, tasks,
research projects, etc.)

A small amount or small
number (greater than
one)

A little; a bit; some

Stories, periods of time,
lengths of thread, etc. (a
section, segment or
part)

Slices, tablets, tracts of
land, areas of water;
CDs, movies, DVDs;
scenes, feelings,
atmospheres, etc.

Written items

People or animals (a
group, herd, flock or
pack)

Houses, small buildings,
institutions, etc.
(schools, hospitals, etc.)

Subjects of study or
fields of technical
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guan

tdng

lié

chuan

training

Jars, pots or tins

Buckets, pails, cans,
barrels, tubs, kegs

A series or row of things

A string of things (string,
bunch, cluster)
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